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Commissioned by Festival Celebration Choir of Albany, NY, Julie Panke, Artistic Director
In celebration of their 40th Anniversary, 2026

Refrain Text: Philip Spaeth; Inspired by Psalm 103 
Verses Text: cf. John 15:12-13
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13       3
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3
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3

         
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      3

A bound ing in

      
3A bound ing in

      
3

A bound ing in    
3

     
3

     
3

   










  
love is our

  
love is our

  
love is our

  
love is our

 

   
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D
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     3

God, A bid ing in

      3

God, A bid ing in

     3

God, A bid ing in

     3

God, A bid ing in

 

     
3     

3        

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

 

   

 





 
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
















S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

46   
kind ness and

  
kind ness and

  
kind ness and

   
kind ness and

 
   
        

      3

mer cy, E ter nal in

      3

mer cy, E ter nal in

      
3

mer cy, E ter nal in      
3

mer cy, E ter nal in

 
     

3     
3        

  
grace and com

  
grace and com

  
grace and com

  
grace and com

  

   
        

  
pas sion, God

  
pas sion, God  
pas sion, God  
pas sion, God

 

  
  










  
loves us, God

  
loves us, God  
loves us, God   
loves us, God

  
  
  

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -      





 

 























S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

51   
loves us for

  
loves us for  
loves us for  
loves us for

  
  
  

 
ev er.

  
ev er, for

  
ev er, for  
ev er, for

 
   
 







     3

Cre at ed in

  
ev er.

  
ev er.

  
ev er.

  
      

3

   

   
love, we must

  
love, we must

  
love, we must

       
3

Cre at ed in love, we must

 
   
        3

 








(Bell tones)

- -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

- -







 




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





































S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

55      3

love. God, help us to

      3

love. God, help us to

     3

love. God, help us to

     3

love. God, help us to

 
     

3     
3        

  
love one an

  
love one an

  
love one an

   
love one an

  

   
        

      3

oth er. In you we be

      3

oth er. In you we be

      
3oth er. In you we be      
3

oth er. In you we be

  

     
3     

3        

  
long to each

  
long to each

  
long to each

  
long to each

  

   
        

   
oth er; In

   
oth er; In   
oth er; In   
oth er; In

   
  
  

















allargando

allargando

allargando

allargando

allargando

allargando

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

    








 

 


  


























S

A

T

B

Pno.

60    
this God's love en

    
this God's love en

   
this God's love en     
this God's love en

    
    

 
dures.

 
dures.

  
dures.

 
dures.

   
 


  

There is no

  
There is no  
There is no

  
    





Grave  = 56

Grave  = 56

E

E


   

great er love than

   
great er love than

   
great er love than

   
      

Cues provided for rehearsal purposes only

   
There is no


this,


this, 
this,

   
  

    
great er love than


than


than

 
than

   
 

 
this,


this,

 
this,

this,

 
 

  
this: To

  
this: To

  
this: To  
this: To

    
    

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-









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














S

A

T

B

Pno.

68   
lay down your

  
lay down your

   
lay down your

   
lay down your

    
      

 
life, to

 
life, to

   
life, to

 
life, to

  
    






  
lay down your

  
lay down your   
lay down your

  
lay down your

    
     

  
life for your

  
life for your

  
life for your

   
life for your

    
     


friends,

  
friends, for your

  
friends, for your


friends,

  
  




friends,


friends,



 






 
 
 
 




















S

A

T

B

Pno.



74 
for


for


for


for










your


your


your


your






friends.


friends.


friends.


friends.




 
 
 
 

     
3

 
  


(Piano)

 
Mm


Mm


Mm

 
Mm



 
 






Tempo I°

Tempo I°

F

F

 
 
 
 

     3
 
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

















S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.



80  
Mm

   
Mm

 
Mm 
Mm


   
    

 
 
 
 
     

3

      3

    



  
Oo


Oo


Oo

 
Oo

  
  
     






 

 
 
  
   
    

   
Ah

 
Ah


Ah

 
Ah

   

    
    


     3

A bound ing in

     3

A bound ing in

     
3

A bound ing in



  

   

3

  















- -

- -

- -
 



















S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

    
3

A bound ing in

  
love is our

  
love is our  
love is our

  
         

3 3

        



G

G

G

 
love,

     3

God, A bid ing in

     3

God, A bid ing in

     
3

God, A bid ing in

     
3

      
   

3 3        

    
3

A bid ing in

  
kind ness and

  
kind ness and  
kind ness and

  
         

3 3

        

 
mer cy,

      3

mer cy, E ter nal in

      3

mer cy, E ter nal in

      
3

mer cy, E ter nal in

      
3

         
3

3        

    
3

in grace and com

  
grace and com

  
grace and com  
grace and com

  
     

3

        

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - -

  




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

















S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

91   
pas sion, God

  
pas sion, God  
pas sion, God  
pas sion, God  

     3
         

  
loves us, God

  
loves us, God  
loves us, God   
loves us, God

  
     

3
         

  
loves us for

  
loves us for  
loves us for  
loves us for

       

     
3

         

 
ev er.

 
    
ev er and ev 
ev er. 
ev er.

   

   
   

div.       
3

Cre at ed in     3

er. Cre at ed in     3

Cre at ed in     
3

Cre at ed in 
        

3  
  

S2








- -

- - -

- - -

-

- - -

- -

- -

- -

- -

   

  
  



  


















S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

96    *U bi ca  
love, we must  
love, we must

  
love, we must  
love, we must

   
         

3 3

        



S1
  ri

     
3

love. God, help us to

     3

love. God, help us to

     3

love. God, help us to

     
3

love. God, help us to

 
      

   
3 3        

  tas et  
love one an  
love one an

  
love one an  
love one an

  
         

3 3        

 a

      
3

oth er. In you we be

      3

oth er. In you we be

      3

oth er. In you we be

      
3

oth er. In you we be

 
         

3
3        

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - - - - - - -

   
  






  
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

















S

A

T

B

Hn.

Pno.

100  mor,  
long to each  
long to each

  
long to each  
long to each

 
     

3

        

   De us i bi  
oth er; In  
oth er; In  
oth er; In  
oth er; In

   

     
3

         

 est. In 
this God's

 
this God's

 
this God's 
this God's

 

  
   

   this God's love en

 
love en

 
love en

 
love en 
love en

 
  
   

 dures.
dures.

 
dures. 
dures.

 
dures.

 
    

3

  

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto rit.

 
Love en

 
Love en 
Love en

 
Love en

 
 
  


dures!


dures!
dures!


dures!

    
3

   
   

†

†










- -

- -

- -

-
- -

-

-

-

- - -

      

  
 


 
 

 


 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

  

  










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*The Soprano 1 descant in mm. 96-102 is adapted from the traditional chant "Ubi Caritas," from the Holy Thursday liturgy.
    Translation: "Where there is charity and love, there is God." 

†The high B-flat in the Soprano and the low E-flat in the Bass in the last two measures are optional.
    The Soprano B-flat should only be sung by one or very few singers, if possible.
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